
2025 Freight Academy At-A-Glance Program 
 

 Sunday – 6/8 Monday -6/9 Tuesday – 6/10 Wednesday – 6/11 Thursday – 6/12 Friday – 6/13 

   

BLOUSTEIN CENTER - Room 369 

 

8:30 AM Arrive at Bloustein  

 

9:00-9:15 AM Welcome to the Edward 

J. Bloustein Center School of Planning 

and Public Policy – Stuart Shapiro, 

Dean, Edward J. Bloustein Center School 

of Planning and Public Policy 

 

9:15-9:30 AM Opening Week - What’s 

Ahead – Mayrgrace Parker, TETC 

 

9:30-9:45 AM Coffee Break  

 

9:45-11:45 AM How Shippers View the 

System –  

George Chaama - Estee Lauder 

Bineetha Balakrishnan - Johnson & 

Johnson 

Fred Koetz - Yancey’s Fancy 

Jeanette Gioia - Serra International / 

Chair NY/NJ Customhouse Brokers’ 

Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIELD VISIT – PORT NEWARK 

 

7:30 AM  

Bus leaves for Port Newark - 

Elizabeth Marine Terminal 

 

8:30- 8:45 Freight Academy 

arrives at 1210 Corbin St, 

Elizabeth NJ - Proceed to 

Shipping Association of NY & NJ 

Auditorium 

 

8:50 - :8:55 Welcome to the 

Port and Overview of the Day: 

Amanda Valdes, Manager of 

Business Development and 

Industry Relations - PANYNJ 

 

9:00-10:00 Opening Session - 

The Importance of 

Collaboration 

 

- Introduction to the Port of New 

York & New Jersey - Mike Bozza, 

Deputy Port Director (20 min)  

Focus on how shift of USEC 

impacting Port of NYNJ, long 

term trends… 

- Shipping Association of New 

York & New Jersey Overview  – 

John Nardi, President (15 min)    

- Focus on Council on Port 

Performance and Labor 

Maritime Association of the Port 

of New York & New Jersey 

Overview - Stephen Lyman,- 

Executive Director (10 min) 

Focus on the role of MAPONYNJ, 

stakeholder coordination, etc 

 

 

FIELD VISIT – LEHIGH VALLEY 

7:00  AM ​
Bus leaves for Lehigh Valley – 

Bethlehem Center 

9:00 -11:30 AM (includes break)​
Lehigh Valley Overview 

Freight, Economic Development and 

Local Land Use – Becky Bradley 

Executive Director Lehigh Valley PC 

Lehigh Valley Transportation 

stakeholder panel 

 – Supporting Workforce development 

through transportation options/transit 

Addressing freight and community 

conflicts 

Highway 

Aviation 

 

 

 

BLOUSTEIN CENTER - Room 369 

 

8:30 – 9:00 Program Check-in 

 

9:00-10:00 AM –  

Air Cargo Session  

Brandon Fried, The Airforwarders 

Association  

 

10:00 - 10:15 AM – Break 

 

10:15-12:00 PM – Trucking 

Perspective – Understanding 

Trucking Transportation Needs 

and Challenges  

Lewie Pugh – Exec Vice President - 

OOIDA 

ATA Road Team Captain (TBD) 

Craig McGraw - TransAmerican 

Trucking 

Zach Miller - TANY  

 

 

 

 

FIELD VISIT – AIR CARGO 

 

7:45AM ​
Bus l leave Heldrich Hotel for  Newark 

Liberty International Airport 

 

 

9:00 AM – Tour of Air Cargo 

Operations    
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 10:00 - 11:00 AM 

Marine Terminal Operator 

Presentation - Maher Terminal 

●​ Frank Capo, Senior 

Vice President Commercial and 

Ivo Oliveira, VP Industry 

Relations - Maher Terminals (45 

min pulis 15 min Q&A) 

 

11:14- 12:30 PM Bus Tour of the 

Port (PANYNJ Staff)12:30 – 2:15 

PM 

Lunch and Auto Processing 

Facility Tour 

●​ History of FAPS and 

Overview of Operations - Augie 

LoBue, Owner and John Bento, 

Manager Contract and Sales 

Administration 

 

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM​
Working Lunch/Roundtable Discussions 

 

12:00 – 1:00 PM 

Working Lunch, mingle with 

Speakers 

 

 

 

1:00 PM – Program Adjourns 

 

Transportation to EWR Passenger 

Terminals and NEC Rail  provided 

 

Box lunch provide 

 

 

  

11:45-12:25 PM – Lunch and 

Continuation Discussion with 

Speakers 

 

 

12:25 PM – Board Bus  

12:30 PM – Depart 

 

 

 1:00-3:30 PM – Field Visit Amazon 

 

3:30 PM – Depart  

2:20  - 2:50 Travel from Port 

Newark to 26 Colony Road, 

Jersey City, NJ  

 3:00 - 4:00  New Jersey Rail 

Facility Tour - Don Hutton, 

Director 

Overview of Cross Harbor Freight 

Program and Facility Tour 

 

 

4:00 - 4:15PM Travel to 9/11 

Teardrop Memorial, 51 Port 

Terminal Blvd, Bayonne, NJ 

(Photo Op)  

Field Tours – Lehigh Valley region 

Martin Guitar  

 

 4:00-5:00 PM – Capstone Group 

Organizing Meetings  

Heldrich Hotel Lobby Lounge Areas  

 

5:15-5:45 PM – Free Time 

 

4:00 – 5:15 PM 

Travel back to Heldrich Hotel 

1:00 – 2:30 PM 

Rail Perspective - Role of Rail in 

the Supply Chain 

Mike Fesan - Norfolk Southern 

Charles Hunter - Genisee Wyoming 

Railroad  

Jim Pfiffer - SMS Rail Service  

 

 

 

2:30-2:45 PM 

Break 

  

4:30 -5:30 PM 

Travel back to Heldrich Hotel 

 

5:30- 7:00 PM Free Time 

12:30 – 4:00 PM 

2:45 – 3:30 PM 

Resiliency – What do you think 

about before a disruption - from 

the private sector perspective and 

from the public sector role? 

Anne Strauss-Wieder, Marygrace 

Parker 

   

 

5:15 – 6:30 PM  

Capstone Group Meetings 

Free Time  
 3:30 – 4:45 PM 

Capstone Status 

Reports/Discussions 

 3:00PM  Registration– 

Heldrich Hotel, New 

Brunswick, NJ 

 4:45 - 6:15 PM​
Walk back to Heldrich Hotel 

Free Time 
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6:15 – Arrive at 

Dinner Heldrich Hotel 

Kelly Room 

 

6:30 – Opening 

Dinner Heldrich Hotel 

 

6:30 PM - Welcome : 

Commissioner Francis 

“Fran” O’Connor – New 

Jersey DOT 

 

6:45 PM – Dinner 

Served 

 

7:45 PM 

Freight Academy – 

Why it started, why it 

remains important 

Speakers: 

Lillian Barone 

 

 

 

 

6:00-7:30 PM  

Dinner – Old Man Rafferty’s 

106 Albany Street, New Brunswick, NJ 

 

7:30 PM – Return to hotel 

 

7:00 – 9:00 PM Dinner – Heldrich 

 

Bethann Rooney - Director of 

Port Commerce PANYNJ 

 

 

6:30 -8:30 PM 

 

Dinner  - Victoria’s Italian  

 

 

 

6:30 -8:30 PM 

Dinner – Keynote Speaker: 

William “Bill” Waxman - Cushman & 

Wakefield 

 

 

 

 


